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US returns more than 500 looted ¢

Most from Ban Chiang Bronze Age village

PUBLISHED : 20 NOV 2014 AT 06:00
NEWSPAPER SECTION: NEWS ~ WRITER: POST REPORTERS

The United States yesterday officially handed over more -
antiquities, mostly from the Ban Chiang archaeological
site, to Thailand after they were illegally looted decades :

The handover ceremony took place at the National Muser
That Road in western Bangkok.

Ban Chiang artefacts are displayed at
the Bangkok National Museum as
Patrick Murphy, the US chargé
d'affaires to Thailand, right, officially
hands over the items to Thailand
yesterday. They are among more than
500 artefacts smuggled to the US
decades ago. Patipat Janthong

The event was attended by representatives from the Cultt
Foreign Ministry and the US embassy who jointly signed
acknowledge the handover before displaying the items.

Culture Minister Veera Rojpojanarat said that Thais shou
value of the artefacts. He expressed his gratitude to all re
and to the Foreign Ministry in particular.

RELATED

By continuing to use our site you consent to the use of cookies as described in our

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/444321/us-returns-more-than-500-looted-antiquities#google_vignette 1/6


https://ads.simpli.fi/ctr?sifi=9370,4308841,43270989,15328164464981,2,0,0,0,0,389,31,v,7.98992,AAABmOz9UwhTrC7UIm20mslrB5TqwHVHwWU8Jg,0,0,0,14,846A146FEA8AF11A6AE989D948D40989,0,0,4480931158730506,1270,400,1,212869,0,604,0,701,bidder-base-prd-us-east4-a-533a1800:9026-1756322681483-1069678309,0,0,434,0,0,0,25364883,19132,0,0.00,0,0,2153467998,0,0,0,2,-4,0,226,OX-bef-KILvld,0,513758,0,0,3,-1,541034593,31,110,4560349,0F8639634CA8E0198F5E1D5F316ED8D4&tid=54f5b4a0-315a-4979-a3ec-d1b6186d2ca6&turl=https%3A%2F%2Fblueberry.org%2Fgo-big%2F%3Futm_campaign%3Dgo-big-25%26utm_source%3Dsimplifi%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_term%3D3p-deter%26utm_content%3Dportable
https://ads.simpli.fi/ctr?sifi=9370,4308841,43270989,15328164464981,2,0,0,0,0,389,31,v,7.98992,AAABmOz9UwhTrC7UIm20mslrB5TqwHVHwWU8Jg,0,0,0,14,846A146FEA8AF11A6AE989D948D40989,0,0,4480931158730506,1270,400,1,212869,0,604,0,701,bidder-base-prd-us-east4-a-533a1800:9026-1756322681483-1069678309,0,0,434,0,0,0,25364883,19132,0,0.00,0,0,2153467998,0,0,0,2,-4,0,226,OX-bef-KILvld,0,513758,0,0,3,-1,541034593,31,110,4560349,0F8639634CA8E0198F5E1D5F316ED8D4&tid=54f5b4a0-315a-4979-a3ec-d1b6186d2ca6&turl=https%3A%2F%2Fblueberry.org%2Fgo-big%2F%3Futm_campaign%3Dgo-big-25%26utm_source%3Dsimplifi%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_term%3D3p-deter%26utm_content%3Dportable
https://search.bangkokpost.com/search/result_advanced?category=news&xNewsSection=News
https://search.bangkokpost.com/search/result_advanced?category=news&columnistName=Post+Reporters
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://static.bangkokpost.com/media/content/dcx/2014/11/20/711928.jpg
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/policy/#privacy-policy
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/terms
javascript:void(0);
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://member.bangkokpost.com/login
https://www.bangkokpost.com/subscription
https://www.bangkokpost.com/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/
javascript:;

8/27/25, 3:25 PM

Bangkok Post - US returns more than 500 looted antiquities

<
POSTBAG
OPINION OPINION
Banks profit most Rethinking developn

in an era of upheava

The US embassy's charge d'affaires Patrick Murphy said t/
artefacts was an international crime and finding a way to
priority.

"Over the past seven years, nearly 7,000 cultural artefact:
returned to 30 countries around the world including Sout
a very good news that today Thailand joins those countri
never should have left the kingdom," Mr Murphy said.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Sek Wannamethee explainec
process, which started in mid-2009 after the US governm
Royal Thai Consulate in Los Angeles about the items and
Thai experts inspect them at the Bowers Museum. The U¢
reportedly found the items in 2008.

In September 2009, the Fine Arts Department team and F
representative travelled to the US and the process of insp
negotiations continued, Mr Sek said.

According to the initial inspection, 60-70% of the artefac
from the prehistoric Ban Chiang settlement, while the rer
believed to come from other sites in northeastern and cer

The world heritage site, Ban Chiang, was a Bronze Age Vi
cemetery, dating back 5,000 years.

The 554 archaeological artefacts were 222 pieces of potte
ornaments, 79 bronze tools, 35 beaded items, 11 stones a
sandstone moulds.

The handover resulted from the US attorney-general's inv
smuggled artefacts in more than 100 private institutions
linois.

The operations were conducted following an increase in ¢
after the value of the donations became tax-deductible in

Bowers Museum in Santa Ana, California was among the
institutions suspected to have received looted items from

All artefacts have been returned to the country since the
but time was needed for the Fine Arts Department to con
verification process.
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The handover has been met with positive feedback from
residents from Nong Han district of Udon Thani province

Sawetchat Banthaotuk, who is mayor of tambon Ban Chiz
people are delighted to have the items back.

However, they said they wanted the ancient artefacts to 1
Ban Chiang's archaeological site.

"We are happy to have the artefacts back, but it would be
the returned items could be displayed in Ban Chiang as w
of space to house them," he said.

Meanwhile, 334 ancient horseshoes were discovered insic
Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park of Prachuap Khiri Khan
yesterday.

All the artefacts will be examined by archaeologists to se
are from the prehistoric period.

In Ubon Ratchathani province, four ancient jars containir
skeletons were found underground in Na Tan district.
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